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A WISE
STEP
A family of four finds their
contemporary Merewether
home supremely
accommodating.
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LET THERE BE LIGHT: Among
the many attractive
features is an excellent use
of space and light.
PICTURES: DEAN OSLAND

T

here is a growing trend towards
knocking down old homes in order to
rebuild, but that is not to say the
original buildings don’t have something
invaluable to share before they make way for
their replacement.
In the case of this six-month-old home in a
prime Merewether position, the owners spent
21⁄2 years in its 1920s-built predecessor in order
to get a feel for the site and the placement of
their new home – ‘‘to know where the sun and
the breeze would be’’, as the owner puts it.
And she is happy to report that the old
residence survived to house another family on
another site.
It was sold and moved to Greta just before
the new construction began.
Designed by Webber Architects, the result is
an open and relaxed family home that easily
accommodates the owners and their two sons,
aged 4 and 6, whether as a family or in more
individual pursuits.
The ground level includes a media room,
complete with cinema screen, blockout
curtains and reclining lounges. Originally
intended as an escape for the man of the
house, it has been commandeered by his wife
and several of her female friends for the odd
Twilight festival.
The room has been soundproofed on all walls
and the ceiling, which means the master
bedroom immediately above is protected from
any late-night screenings.
Also downstairs, a guest room incorporating
a walk-in robe and en suite bathroom is
currently an extra living (and gaming) area for
the youngest members of the family. The boys
share one of the upstairs bedrooms, freeing
the other for use as a playroom.
At the rear of the house, an open-plan living
area includes a modern and spacious kitchen
that opens onto a large deck and barbecue
area. A section of lawn below is an ample size
for the boys’ use.
“It’s nice to have a bit of space for the kids to
run around in,’’ the owner says.
“We’ve gone from having a two-bedroom
cottage to a five-bedroom house. We’ve just
got so much room.’’
When it comes to her own ‘‘bit of space’’
though, the owner is clearly delighted to
spend any amount of time in her stylish
kitchen. Up-to-the-minute stainless steel

appliances are incorporated seamlessly into a
wall of cleverly designed storage spaces. The
glossy metallic finish – in silver and a steely
blue – perfectly reflects the home’s seaside
location.
“I love this room,’’ the owner says. “There is
a lot of light.’’
The open and practical design of the home is
nowhere more apparent than in the stunning
staircase, which quite literally provides weight
to the argument for using natural materials.
The thick slabs of beautifully finished grey
ironbark seem almost to float along a central
steel beam to the floor above, where a
custom-made timber bookshelf completes the
aesthetic.
A large balcony over the garage on this level
is an ideal escape, the sound and smell of the
sea so close that you might as well be there.
There’s no doubting the home enjoys a prime
location, but for a busy young mum there are
more practical considerations too.
“It’s really convenient,’’ the owner says. “It’s
close to shops and schools, and of course the
beach.’’
Do you know of a home we could feature?
Contact weekender@theherald.com.au.

FAVOURITE FEATURE
The kitchen/living area is the perfect
space. “While we were building I would
daydream about being in it, making
dinner and watching the kids play,’’ the
owner says. ‘‘Now I live in my happy
place. I find it really calm.’’
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