
This development is at 7 Moola Place, Merewether NSW, at 
the southern end of the cul-de-sac. The site is located in the 
western side of Merewether in close proximity to Myamblah 
Crescent Reserve. The site is bounded by adjoining residen-
tial sites and a laneway to the south of the site. The site is 
an irregular shaped block with seven different boundaries, an 
8.868m street frontage, a maximum depth of 39.414m, and 
approximate area of 796.7m2.

 Zoned Residential R2, the site has a height limit of 8.5m, is lo-
cated in bushfire vegetation buffer zone, and is within a mine 
subsidence area all of which have been considered in the de-
sign of the new dwellings.  The street landscape is of vary-
ing two storey homes which include brick and weatherboard 
claddings, therefore the new dwellings integrate well with the 
existing residences in the street.

The proposal was to optimise the use of the block by demol-
ishing the existing two-storey masonry and weatherboard 
dwelling and erect three new two-storey, 3-bedroom dwell-
ings to the Client’s brief. The project utilises both the front 
and back of the site through a shared driveway which pro-
vides access to a central circulation space. Each dwelling is 
composed downstairs of living, dining, kitchen, laundry, ga-
rage; and upstairs of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms with a central 
stair and circulation space. All dwellings have a paved out-
door open space and landscaped yard. 

The façade is articulated by differing materials and forms to 
express the spaces within the dwelling. The material palette 
for the project is visually recessive and complimentary to the 
surrounding residential area and the landscape backdrop. It 
includes a mixture of face brick, differing lightweight cladding, 
and coloured roof sheeting.

The design responds to the Client’s brief to provide living ar-
eas on the lower level to maintain easy living and access to 
each proposed dwelling from the central circulation space. 
The living areas open onto a private outdoor space and land-
scaped yard and gardens. The living areas are located in both 
north facing and south facing allowing for cross ventilation 
and plenty of natural light to enter the dwelling. The 3 bed-
rooms are located on the first floor away from the main living 
areas, which makes for efficient and effective home design 
and living.

The design allows for privacy for each of the new dwellings 
while ensuring that the new dwellings do not impose any pri-
vacy implications for the neighbouring properties. Windows 
have been located away from boundaries where practical 
to avoid overlooking with opaque glazing or internal privacy 
blinds for the upper floor boundary facing windows. The sit-
ing of existing neighbouring residences away from common 
boundaries, and the public laneway between the property 
to the south ensure there will be negligible impact from in-
crease in density. Existing views for neighbouring properties 
are maintained and overshadowing of neighbouring proper-
ties’ living areas and private outdoor space avoided.

A ‘Green Wall’ along the laneway has been provided to avoid 
graffiti and vandalism. Natural light and ventilation and pro-
tection from weather conditions has been considered through 
the provision of operable screens and louvres. The roof and 
walls are insulated to prevent heat loss in winter and heat 
transfer in summer. New LED lighting is provided throughout 
the dwellings.  The design meets the Building Code of Austral-
ia and was approved prior to the Low Rise Medium Density 
Design Guide being operational, however the project could 
have easily been amended to meet the new code require-
ments.
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