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The Merewether Beach House involves alterations and additions
to an existing residence. The design aims to alter the aesthetic of
the existing residence by modifying the eastern façade through the
removal of the existing ground bay window, creating a smaller entry
porch, implementing a new colour scheme, and employing various
techniques to articulate and positively alter the overall proportions
and appearance of the façade.
The brief included the provision of a new double garage at the front
of the property, which the design aims to reduce the impact of by
recessing it behind the line of the front entry and using a neutral
rendered finish.
Kilgour Avenue has seen a recent change in built form over the last
few years, with the construction of a new home on the neighbouring
property, setting a precedent for a more contemporary style and
renewed streetscape. As an additions and alterations project, the
aim was to respond to this transition while maintaining as much
of the existing residence as possible. The existing street façade
was flat and homogenous, and the design aims to improve the
proportion and massing to both give the home a more contemporary
appearance and create a more pleasant street frontage. The existing
scale of the building is maintained so as to not cause any adverse
impact upon neighbouring properties.
Techniques implemented to change the appearance of the façade
included extending the line of the columns past the parapet, with the
intention of increasing the vertical proportion of the entry and outdoor
dining area. Four colours were used to break up the flat appearance
of the façade including vertical cladding and textured tiling intended
to emphasise the horizontality of the deck and parapet.
A new bar and guest bedroom was added to the ground floor, and
a new study and theatre to the upper floor. The upper level kitchen
was moved to the front of the house, adjacent to the dining and
lounge areas, creating a more compact and functional area of what
was previously a large undefined living room.
With views extending north-east along Memorial Drive to Strzelecki
Lookout, the main living areas are oriented east towards Bar Beach
with the intention of responding to the natural environment by
maximizing views through the use of minimal glass balustrading
and maximum glazing, shaded by large roof overhangs. Natural
ventilation to the main living areas is achieved through operable
glazing, allowing cool easterly breezes to enter the living, dining and
kitchen areas.
Consideration of landscaping to the front and rear of the building
was a key feature of the design, aiming at optimizing the usability
of the space at the threshold between interior and exterior and
increasing the opportunity for socialising and entertaining in these
areas. Large folding windows connecting a new timber deck at the
rear are implemented to connect the new bar and rumpus area to
the backyard, while maintaining the large overhangs minimizing the
impact of western sun to internal living areas during summer.
A new landscaped area is added to the north, with outlooks from
the rumpus, altering what was previously an un-interesting paved
driveway. A combination of timber decking, tiling and grass was
chosen for the landscaped areas, as well as a variety of levels
which were intended to create an interesting and inviting outdoor
environment.
The project implemented a sustainable approach to additions and
alterations by maintaining as much of the existing built fabric as
possible. The new materials, composed of rendered masonry and
Sycon Axon cladding were selected for their ability to endure in the
harsh environment, ensuring minimal maintenance for the owners
and longevity of the new works. Operable openings and large
overhangs are intended to reduce the cooling costs of the building
and optimize the comfort of the home.
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